Michael Saunders & Company

Licensed Real Estate Broker

ExecuUTive OFFICES
100 SoUTH WASHINGTON BOULEVARD ® SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34236 © 941.953.7900  Fax: 941.308.3200

March 4, 2008

To whom it may concern:

Anyone who has put on a community event knows what a challenge it can be. When
Rainer Scheer first approached me to discuss the Chillounge Night concept, I was enthused,
but concerned that he had taken on an impossible task. Fundraising, permitting, managing
merchants, concerns over street closures, etc., is not a small feat in a good market. But, Rainer
was doing all of this in a time when community morale was low.

Although Michael Saunders & Company was unable to be a sponsor, I was still nervous for
Rainer as the day of the event approached. 1 found myself wondering, “Would people show up?”
and “How would it be perceived?” Knowing that Rainer had risked financial and personal
resources to make this event possible, I was hoping for a successful evening.

One only needed to stroll through Palm Avenue to know my concerns were unwarranted. The
event was a huge success. Main Street was alive with activity and people were a buzz about the
Chillounge.

What would have been a quiet night in a slow economy turned out to be an energy boost for
attendees and an economic benefit for merchants and restaurants, which had hundreds of people
in and out of their establishments all evening.

I encourage you to support the return of Chillounge Night on Palm Avenue. I believe every one of
the 3,500 attendees would as well.

rayton A. Saunders
Vice President
Michael Saunders & Company
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